
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 5 
Topic The Victorians 
Selected Text (POR) Street Child 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• Children will be able to place the Victorian period within a chronological framework. 
• We will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of everyday lives of children in the Victorian period and how the political environment affected 

Victorian children – support using ‘Streetchild’ POR book. 
• We will understand the role of Queen Victoria and her significant contribution to British history. 
• We will compare and contrast Victorian times with today, including crime and punishment, religion and leisure.  
• We will share our information, questions and ideas using a variety of medium; writing with/without ICT, drama, debating and learnt to respond to each 

other’s’ ideas appropriately. 
• We will work on understanding the concepts of citizenship and anti-bullying 

We will enrich our learning by visiting the Ragged School Museum. 
 

 
Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 

 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 6 
(Survival and development) 
 
Article 9 
(Separation from parents) 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Create a Victorian courtroom 
and decide on the verdict and 
punishment for a child 
stealing bread (DT). PEE – 
Proof, Evidence, Explanation. 
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
As people concerned with the 
environment we will be 
looking the Industrial 
Revolution and its impact on 
urban and rural settlements.  
 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Look at whether stealing can 
ever be justified. 
Investigate setting up of 
charities, philanthropists and 
impact on society. Links to 
UNICEF and UN Convention 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Look at the different 
communities in Victorian 
Britain.  What were their 
similarities and differences? 
What were their different 
social structures? What are 



 
Article 19 
(Protection from all forms of 
violence) 
 
Article 20 
(Children deprived of family 
environments) 
 
Article 24 
(Health and health services) 
 
Article 27 
(Adequate standard of living) 
 
Article 28 
(Right to education) 
 
Article 31 
(Leisure, play and culture) 
 
Article 32 
(Child labour) 
 
Article 36 
(Other forms of exploitation) 
 
Article 37 
(Detention and punishment) 
 
Article 39 
(Rehabilitation of child 
victims) 
 
Article 40 

of Rights of the Child and 
articles – relevance then and 
now. 
 

the links to communities 
around us nowadays? 
 



(Juvenile justice) 
 

Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 
Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 

 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  

• Children write a newspaper 
report, a recount, 
communicating in a diary and 
a letter in role, story writing – 
setting/atmosphere. 

• Act out a courtroom 
scene/jobs of street children. 

• Role play a Victorian 
discussion. Persuade a jury of 
a child’s innocent/guilt. 

• Debate moral dilemmas 
• Analyse use of persuasive 

language 
• Make notes and use evidence 

from text to explain ideas. 
• Adapt sentence construction 

to different text types, 
purposes and readers. 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Use the attitudes of the 
Victorian class woven into all 
our work through this topic.  
Children to appreciate 
education.  Look at countries 
where children are still not 
entitled to free education. 
Children assess each other’s 
work with these attitudes in 
mind. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Talk about my opinions and 
explain my views on the 
issues raised. 

• Research and discuss and 
debate the issues. 

• Resolve differences by 
looking at alternative making 
decisions and choices. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Children will be able to work 
as a group to solve different 
problems. 

• Children will be able to listen 
to the opinions and views of 

 
History Skills:  

• Pupils develop and understanding of the chronology of places, events 
and people. 

• Learn about the characteristic features of the period and society 
studied, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children in the past. 

• Learn about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
groups studied. 

• To identify and give reasons for and the results of historical events, 
situations and changes. 

• Find out about events of time studied through appropriate range of 
sources, including ICT. 

• Recall, select and organise historical information. 
• Use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the Victorian period. 

 



others and use these to form 
own views. 

 
Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 

 
Following the Wandsworth and Merton mathematics themes, as well as: 

• Put events in Victorian Britain on timeline. 
• Look at old currency. 
• Budgeting, percentages, ratio. 
• William Morris – repeated patterns, area, volume & capacity. 

 

 
Living Things and their habitats: 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, 
an insect and a bird 

• Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals. 
 
Animals, including humans: 

• Describe the changes as humans develop to old age. 
 

Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 
 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum, as well as: 

• Use interactive timeline. 
• Write a blog in role as a Victorian child – rich and poor - 

comparing to a modern child. 
• Design an advert for an invention. 

 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• Portraiture in sketch books of Albert and Victoria using a variety 
of sources. 

• Sculpture. 
• Compare methods and ideas used in their own work and others 

work and say what they think and feel. 
• How visual and tactile elements including colour, pattern, 

texture, line, tone, shape can be combined. 
• How materials and processes can be matched to ideas and 

intentions. Research William Morris (local area, Roehampton) 
 

 


